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It’s a Gas — Natural Gas

Suggested Answers for Plenary Discussion TEACHERS

Results:

1. What happened to the substances in the bottle over time?

The organic materials (egg and lettuce) started to rot.

2. What do you think caused the changes in the balloon?

A gas was created and filled the balloon.

Decomposition (rotting, decaying) is the process by which organic substances are broken down
into simpler forms of matter. As they rot, plant and animal materials will break down into liquids
and gasses. Gasses take up more space than solids and liquids, so as the gasses produced in the
rotting process expanded, they inflated the balloon.

3. What could we call the new substance that was formed?

Natural gas! Odourless and colourless, natural gas is made up mainly of methane produced by the
rotting of organic (plant and animal) material deep in the Earth’s crust.

Checking for Understanding:

What does the lettuce represent?

The lettuce represents plants that die and decay over time to produce natural gas.

What does the egg represent?

The egg represents animals that die and decay over time to produce natural gas.

N s
Wépég @ satr S Cenni ° Developed for Curriculum for Excellence
'} international § by Aberdeen City Council and Satrosphere Science Centre
A \Rfr ationa ABERDEEN p/)ere y y p

science with support from the Society of Petroleum Engineers

CITY COUNCIL



